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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

January 13, 2006 
 
January 17, 2006:  LWVUS Program Planning Session.  Tuesday at 

6:00 – 8:45 p.m. at East Lansing Public Library Meeting Room. 
 
January 19, 2006:  Roe v. Wade Celebration. Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Hannah Community Center in East Lansing.  The Lansing Area 
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice (RCRC) is presenting a talk 
by Katherine Ragsdale, executive director of Political Research 
Associates and vicar of St. David's Episcopal Church in Pepperell, MA, 
about "What can we realistically do within the current political climate, 
which is becoming increasingly anti-choice?" 
 
February 8, 2006:  LWVLA Board Meeting.  Wednesday, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

at East Lansing Public Library Meeting Room. 
 
February 22, 2006:  Local Governance in Michigan.  LCC West 

Campus, located east of the South Baptist Church on Snow Road 
and can also be accessed off Mt. Hope Road between Snow and 
Creyts Roads.  Peter Kempel, a past elected supervisor of 
Watertown Township and a law professor at Cooley Law School, and 
Professor Kenneth Verburg of Michigan State University, who has 
written on Michigan governance issues, will speak. Deanna Hanieski, 
who is a member of the LWVMI’s study group on local governance, 
will also present a progress report on their study. 

 
March 16, 2006:  LWVLA Board Meeting.      
 
April, 2006:  Annual Meeting:  Date and place to be announced. 
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April 20, 2006:  LWVLA Board Meeting.  Wednesday, 6:30 – 8:30 at 
Hope Borbas Public Library Meeting Room. 

 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

President’s Report 
 
 I would like to welcome Alice Hill, who has agreed to be Co-Director of Voter 
Services with Rhoda Jackson of Voter Services.  We are very lucky to have these 
very competent people on the LWV-LA Board. 
 
I want to remind everyone about the League of Women Voters of the United States 
(LWVUS) Program Planning at East Lansing Public Library Meeting Room on 
Tuesday, January 17th from 6 – 8 p.m. Cele Friestater, who has organized and will 
moderate this program, has written a brief introduction to acquaint you with the 
issues under discussion.  The Board will provide a soup and salad and dessert 
buffet.  
 
We are co-sponsoring the Roe v. Wade Celebration at Hannah Center on January 
19th.  Please try to show your support for this groundbreaking legal opinion, which 
changed women’s lives.  Many people take this right for granted.  However, it is 
difficult, if not impossible, to obtain an abortion in many regions of the country.  We 
should never take such rights for granted. 
 
Alice Mailhot has offered to Chair the Michigan Is Ours Committee to gain 
information for the League of Women Voter of Michigan (LWVMI) to gauge the 
impact of Federal and State budget cuts on local government, services, education 
and individuals.  They are looking for a collage of snapshots from our state. 
 
Remember, the Appalachian Trust, which brought modern roads, schools and 
Federal project to the mountains of Kentucky through Tennessee won support from 
average people, who had been unaware of conditions in the mountains and hollows 
before the 1930s.  A modest photographic essay, James Agee and Walker Evans’ 
Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, seared images of Appalachian poverty during the 
Depression into the nation’s collective consciousness. 
 
The League is including a renewal form in this issue of the Capitol Voter.  Please 
respond promptly and positively.  Many members have already renewed their 
memberships.  The LWVUS will check our electronic database on January 31st.  
Anyone who has not renewed his or her membership by that date will be dropped 
from the LWV-LA roster.  If you have already sent your renewal, I want to thank you 
for your support.   

       By Kathy Esselman  
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___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Important Issues Headed to LWV National Convention 
 
Thoughts about the death penalty?  Michigan has had no death penalty since 1837, 
and this continues despite several attempts over the years to place a constitutional 
amendment on the statewide ballot to add the death penalty to the Michigan 
Constitution.  
 
Do you know that the National League of Women Voters has no position on the 
death penalty?  At National Convention in 2004, LWV Illinois, which had completed a 
study of the death penalty, proposed adoption by consensus of a national League 
position in opposition to the death penalty.  A majority of delegates, but not the super 
majority needed, voted for adoption.  At National Convention in 2006, Illinois will 
again propose adoption of this position by consensus.  Illinois has asked Leagues 
around the country to weigh in on this important issue. 
 
Come to our local League meeting to discuss this issue and to consider and discuss 
other issues our membership may wish to propose for consideration as a national 
study or update.  Are you concerned about campaign finance, immigration, health 
care, environmental issues?  Bring your ideas and thoughts to the meeting.  League 
member voices need to be heard within our League, by other Leagues, and by our 
National LWV.  
 
The League meeting is Tuesday, January 17, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. at the East 
Lansing Public Library.  A soup, salad, and dessert supper will be served, provided 
by League volunteers.  There is parking at the Library, and we can be sure that our 
meeting will not run late, as the Library closes at 9:00 p.m. 

By Cele Friestater 
Program Planning Moderator 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Roe V. Wade Celebration 
 
The Lansing Area Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice (RCRC) is sponsoring 
a Roe v Wade celebration on Thursday Jan. 19th at the Hannah Community Center 
in East Lansing at 7:30 pm, which will be co-sponsored by the League of Women 
Voters of the Lansing Area.  Katherine Ragsdale, executive director of Political 
Research Associates and vicar of St. David's Episcopal Church in Pepperell, MA, 
who is a well-regard speaker on public policy issues regarding women, will discuss 
"What can we realistically do within the current political climate, which is becoming 
increasingly anti-choice?" 

By Kathy Esselman 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Michigan Is Ours Survey  

 
Kathy Esselman asked me for a brief explanation of the assistance "Michigan Is 
Ours" Committee (MIOC) is requesting of local leagues.  
 
You need to know that the MIOC survey is not a "study" in the traditional LWV 
sense.  The MIOC is looking for "snapshots" of the impact of funding cuts on 
programs and services, i.e. specific losses occasioned by the shrinking of our 
government.    
 
The information gathered must be true and verifiable.  It need not be collected in a 
statistically valid manner or comprehensive overview manner--again, not a LWV 
study.  If possible, it should be entered on the MIOC survey form. 
 
The information may be gathered at a state or local level. 
 
As Michigan has experienced funding cuts over a considerable period of time now, 
the information should include the date on which both funding and program/service 
cuts were/will be implemented.  
 
If you want more information or want help making or following up on phone contacts, 
please call me at 487-2387.  Email is not a good way to contact me quickly right 
now, but it will reach me within four or five days:  awmailhot@aol.com. 

Alice Maihot 
Michigan Is Ours Committee Chair 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

LWV – Michigan 
Michigan Is Ours Survey 

(The online survey must be completed in one sitting or the information will be lost.) 
 
Reporting League:   League of Women Voters of the Lansing Area 
 

Surveyor:     
Email:     
Phone:      
 
Jurisdiction/Agency/Program:     
Contact:     
Email:     
Phone:      
 
Budget Cuts:      
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Staff Reductions:     
 
 
 
 
Program Eliminations:     
 
 
 
 
Program Reductions:     
 
 
 
 
Other Reductions:      
 
 
 
Privatized:     
 
 
 

Other comments / anecdotes: 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
Local Governance Forum 

 
ANNOUNCING A LANSING AREA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS FORUM 

 
Join us on February 22, 2006 for a forum on Michigan local governance issues.  Mr. 
Peter Kempel, law professor at Cooley Law School and a former Watertown 
Township supervisor, will discuss the history and current operation of townships in 
Michigan.  Professor Kenneth Verburg of Michigan State University has written 
extensively on Michigan governance issues and will speak about the operation of 
Michigan counties. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Michigan is studying the operation of Michigan 
local governance units for the next two years.  If you are interested in these issues, 
we urge you to attend.  Invite your friends and neighbors!  Everyone is welcome. 
 
The forum will be held at the West Campus of Lansing Community College, 
Cornerstone Drive, in Lansing.  The building is just east of the South Baptist Church 
on Snow Road.  West Campus may also be accessed off of Mt. Hope Road between 
Snow Road and Creyts Road.  There is a sign at the access road.  The forum will be 
held from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. 
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 For more information, call Deanna Hanieski, at 517-627-7931 or email at 
haniesd@lcc.edu. 
 

Deanna Hanieski 
Treasurer and Membership Chair 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

  
Capitol Voter publication sponsored in part by the following: 
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JOIN THE LEAGUE 
HELP GET THE MESSAGE OUT AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Renew your membership or join! 
MAIL TO:   League of Women Voters of the Lansing Area 

c/o Deanna Hanieski (Membership Chair) 
P.O. Box 971 
E. Lansing, MI  48826 

Please make out your check to the LWV-LA and mail with this sheet. 

NAME  _________________________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS 
________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP  
________________________________________________________ 

PHONE  (only for us) 
________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL  (for use by us only) 
________________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed:    

$___________________  $52.80 one member 

$___________________  $79.20 two members in household 

 
Any additional contribution enclosed (much appreciated)   
$___________________   for LWV-LA 
$___________________   for LWV-LA Education Fund (separate check) 
 
Note:  
Contributions and dues to the LWV-LA are not deductible as charitable 
contributions. 
 
Contributions to the LWV-LA Education Fund are deductible as charitable 
contributions for Federal Income Tax purposes as allowed by law.  Contributions to 
the LWV-LA Education Fund should be made by separate check. 
 
 

THE LEAGUE 
OF WOMEN VOTERS  
OF THE LANSING AREA 
                             

P.O. Box 971 
East Lansing, MI 48826 
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